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Basic information
The project aimed to support educators in
offering quality art lessons that address their
learners’ needs.
In particular, the project developed and
delivered 4 teacher-training programmes that
empowered school teachers (pre-service and inservice) in visual arts teaching within the
framework of Education for Sustainable
Development (ESD) and thus strengthened their
teaching profile.
Emphasis was given to undervalued pillars of
ESD, in particular culture and society, to respond
to the increasingly diverse needs in education for
active citizenship, acceptance of diversity,
multiculturalism, ICT learning, and sustainable
development and overall in connecting
education with pupils' real life needs.
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The rationale of the CARE project
The VAE and ESD synergy can be beneficial for both as they
share common concerns and aims. This synergy:

• has the potential to make a profound impact on pupils’
lives, contribute to a well-rounded education and respond
to educational challenges.
• enables learners to develop confidence and ownership of
learning; it provides alternative ways of learning
addressing the needs of learners with "alternative“
interests and talents and provides opportunities for
different ways of participation in school.
• develops positive self-perceptions and identity, motivates
life-long learning and leads to educational achievement;
• promotes a sense of community through a shared spirit Socially engaged art practices & activities

• Such practices are effective for meeting affective aims,
attitude development, awareness raising and
opportunities for action.

The rationale of the CARE project
Seoul Agenda: Goals for the Development of Arts Education (2010)
GOAL 1: Ensure that arts education is accessible as a fundamental and sustainable component of a high quality
renewal of education

1.a Affirm arts education as the foundation for balanced creative, cognitive, emotional, aesthetic and social development of

children, youth and life-long learners
1.b Foster the constructive transformation of educational systems and structures through arts education
1.c Establish systems of lifelong and intergenerational learning in, about and through arts education
1.d Build capacities for arts education leadership, advocacy and policy development

GOAL 2: Assure that arts education activities and programmes are of a high quality in conception and delivery

2.a Develop agreed high standards for arts education that are responsive to local needs, infrastructure and cultural contexts
2.b Ensure that sustainable training in arts education is available to educators, artists and communities
2.c Stimulate exchange between research and practice in arts education
2.d Facilitate collaboration between educators and artists in schools and in out-of-school programmes
2.eInitiatearts education partnerships among stakeholders and sectors

GOAL 3: Apply arts education principles and practices to contribute to resolving the social and cultural
challenges facing today’s world

3.a Apply arts education to enhance the creative and innovative capacity of society
3.b Recognize and develop the social and cultural well-being dimensions of arts education
3.c Support and enhance the role of arts education in the promotion of social responsibility, social cohesion, cultural
diversity and intercultural dialogue
3.d Foster the capacity to respond to major global challenges, from peace to sustainability through arts education

The CARE framework: Supporting educators in art teaching
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Visual Reflective Diaries – Entries by Cypriot teachers during local in-service training of the CARE project
Above: the teacher illustrates the connection of art & sustainability as an individual and collective effort
Next: the teacher illustrates the connection of contemporary art & sustainability for wellbeing, equality and health.

Visual Reflective Diaries – Entries by Cypriot teachers during local
in-service training of the CARE project
Interconnections – interrelations:
People – education – competences – society – quality of life contemporary art - sustainability – wellbeing – equality appreciation

The impact
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Preservice
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- Six ebooks (by the end of the project) one of which is
a Teachers’ Handbook.
- One collective book (21 chapters) to be published
early 2023 with contributions from all partners and
the wider community; artists, ESD educators, etc.
- Vella, R. & Pavlou, V. (eds) (2023). Art,
Sustainability and Learning Communities: Call
to Action. Intellect
- Series of webinars
- Virtual exhibitions of children’s work
- Presentations at conferences
- Publications in scientific journals
- Creation/ support of PLCs
- New Erasmus+ funded project; CARE/SS
- Special issue in IJETA, Guest editors: Pavlou, V. &
Vella, R. (2023) ‘Art, sustainability and partnerships’
The Six ebooks: Freely available on project website

© 2022 The Author(s). Licensee IntechOpen.
The publications are distributed under the terms of the Creative
Commons Attribution 3.0 License, which permits unrestricted
use, distribution, and reproduction in any medium, provided the
original work is properly cited.

The impact
Where we are?
State-of-the art (literature review)
Context of partners’ countries
• Policy documents
• Stakeholders’ views
• Needs analysis
• Preservice & In-service teachers’ views
(questionnaire and interview data)

The impact
The Guide
Addressed to academics/ policy makers/ educational
authorities etc. who wish to develop training programmes for
teachers/ teachers-to-be that embrace the synergies of VAE
and ESD.
4 Curricula of training programs
(Malta, Cyprus, England, Greece
Resources
Artists templates
ESD templates

The impact
• Each of the four partners applied successfully their local TTP,
in which 118 teachers were involved, thus far surpassing the
initially assigned 60 participants
• The exceptional and unexpected difficulties that arose from
the COVID-19 pandemic were overcome by the use of online
learning.
Ebook; case studies
• For each of the four training programs there is a report on:
• The methods and practices followed in the training
• The participants' evaluations based on their comments,
interim interviews, visual reflective diaries and final
evaluation questionnaires.
• The submitted by the participants art units
• Initiative taken for building professional communities

The impact
• By the beginning of October 2021, 73 teachers and
1260 students in more than 30 school units at the
partner countries got involved in the programme.
• We anticipate that the impact of the programme will be
ongoing and and more teachers and students will benefit.

Ebook; case studies
• For each one of the participating parnter there is a
report on:

• the implementation phase of the didactic scenarios in schools
• Sharing of specific examples from the implementation
• the impact of the implementation phase in accordance to the
objectives of the training programme, based on teachers’ and
students ’evaluation as it ensues from their comments,
interviews and evaluation questionnaires.

The impact
Why PLCs are important and how they can be
nurtured (in an online environment)?
Ebook; case studies
• For each one of the participating partner there is
a report on:
How the PLC was created
and maintained. Data from
interviews and findings
reveal important
opportunities and
challenges, as well
reflections and thoughts on
future actions.

The impact
Looking forward: supporting teachers and teachers-to-be
PART I
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

PART II
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

ESD principles in art education
Evaluating sustainability in Visual Arts Education
Fitting into the World: Art, Sustainability and Transformative Education
Learning about social issues through public art
Action through Exhibitions
Arts pedagogies for Education for Sustainable Development
Issues-Based Art Education and its Usefulness to Primary Teachers
The multifunctional role of visual journals in the VAE and the ESD
Art Education and Life below Water, Life on Land
CARE
Regenerate Change
CARE
Conserve
Change
Living together; identity and inclusion
Let’s take action
Nature’s Great Makers: A Case Study with Young Children
Learning from the land and the arts
Protecting Our Oceans: Using visual art to inspire children’s learning

The impact of the CARE project
Why focus on VAE and ESD in the context of
primary education?

• We addressed social, culture and environmental
challenges which are in the core of VAE and ESD.
• Due to its systemic, holistic and interdisciplinary nature,
its future orientation, ESD enhanced VAE through the
important issues it deals with and by strengthening
innovative pedagogies .
• These pedagogies promoted skills and competencies
that are founded on the SD values of respect for man
and nature, justice, democracy, solidarity and
tolerance.
• We provided a framework of a radical changes in
teaching and learning through school opening and
promoting new roles for teachers and learners that are
aligned to the millennium goals for education [UNESCO
2017, 2018a, 2018b].

Documenta 14. Athens.
Rebecca Belmore, “Biinjiya’iing Onji” (From inside),
2017 hand-carved marble tent, 140 × 200 × 200 cm,
in the background, the Acropolis, © Haupt & Binder

